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Association Officers 
1946 2« 1947 


President: MADALYN M, BRADFORD, 
Huntington Public Library, 
Huntingtone 

Vice-President: ROSA V. OLIVER, 
James Ee Morrow Library, Marshall 
College, Huntingtone 

Secretary: ROBERT He SIMONDS, 
Kanawha County Public Library, 
Charlestone 

Treasurer: CARRIE L. BRITTAIN, 
Davis & Elkins College Library, 
Elkinse 

Federal Relations. Coordinator; 
FORREST CARHART, West Virginia 
University Library, Morgantowne 

Membership Chairman of the American 
Library Association and the 
West Virginia Library Association: 
KATHARINE DYYRE, West Virginia 
University Library, Morgantowne 

Publicity Chairman: MARY WATTLES 
West Virginia University Library, 
Morgantown e 
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WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARIES 


Shall it be continued? This 
question is to be answered at the 
annual meeting of the Associatione 
West Virginia Libraries was started 
as an experiment by the Executive 
Board after the annual meeting in 
1947, It had no funds and no 
staff, but the Board thought it a 
good idea and provided some funds 
for three issues to appear at 
various times during the year. 

The objectives wore hastily 
stated to be: To inform Associa- 





tion members about what was hape 
pening and to tie them more closely 
togother so as to strongthen the 
organizatione 
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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 





natn ae 


———— 











The President of the Associa 
tion has acted as editor and 
articles have been written by 
staff members in various libraries 
in the state. Responses were 
excellent as practically no one who 
vas asked to write an article fail-~ 
ed to do sde 

Mimeographing and mailing of 
the first issue was done at the 
Huntington Public Library and the 
next two issucs at the West Vir- 
ginia University Library. The 
periodioal was mailed to all 
Association members whose duces 
were paide 

desk eck oak 
WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
CONVENTION PROGRAM 


Annual Meeting, Charleston, We Vae 
October 25, 1947 
HEADQUARTERS, ST. JOHN'S PARISH 
TOUE, 1105 Quarrier Strecte 


8:50 Registration 

9:30 General Business Session 
12:30 Luncheon. Meeting places of 
luncheon groups will be an-# 
nounced at the morning 
sessione There will be 
luncheons for the following 
groups: Public Libraries, 
College Libraries and Friends 
of the Librarye 

Afternoon Sessione 

Committee Reportse : 
"Thought and Action in Library 
Service." Address by Elmer 
Me Grieder, Librarian of West 
Virginia Universitye 


2230 


(Turn to PROGRAM, page 2) 
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PROGRAM 


6:30 Dinner meeting. Ruffner Hotel 
Ballroom, 
Toastmistress, Mrse Douglas 
Tomkics, State President of 
AAUV, Member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Huntington 
Public Library and Friends of 
Libraricese 
Speaker, Mr. Paul Howard, 
Director of the American 
Library Association National 
Relations Office in Washing- 
ton, De Ce 


BETTER LIBRARY MOVEMENT 


HEADQUARTERS, KAMSTHA COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRERY 


10;00 General Session 

12:30 Luncheone (Place to be ane 
nounced at morning meetinge) 
Afternoon Session 
Dinner mecting at the Ruffner 
Hotel Ballroome 


WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARY COMMISSION 


HEADQUARTERS, KANAITHG COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. 





Commission members are invited 
to the Dinner Mceting of the 
Association at the Ruffner Hotel 
at 6:30 Pelie 


Me 3s Os BE AS Hs HE 2 aS 


ADULT EDUCATION 


librarians are beginning to 
realize that a shift in omphasis 
from their services to children 
to a more positive program for 
adult education is mandatory if 
we are to continuc our existence 
in this atomic agee 

The concept that it is good for 
mature people to continue to 


(Turn to ADULT EDUCATION, page 4) 


CONVENTION S PEAKERS 


Paul Howard, director of the - 
NeLele National Relations Office, 
Washington, and Mre Elmer Me Gricder, 
librarian at West Virginia Univor- 
sity will be the speakers at our 
annual association meeting in — 
Charleston, October 25the Mre 
Howard has been libfarian of the 
Gary Fublic Library since 1941, 
and before he went to Gary wos at 
the Missouri School of Mines and 
Metallurgy Library, Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, and Panhandle je and 
Me College Librarye He has been 
active on AeLeis committees and 
boards, and hos been in Washington 
to secure inform:tion on surplus 
property as chairman of the Federgl 
Relations Comuittece Mre Howard, 
is doing his utmost for tho Library 
Demonstration Bille We do not know 
what his topic for the day will 
concern, but we do promise that it 
will be vital and interesting. 

The second speaker, Mre Elmer 
Me Gricder, new librarian at 
West Virginia University, assumed 
his new duties July lste He was 
a member of the Harvard University 
Library staff from 1938 and wos 
for six years in charge of the 
library of the graduete school of 
public adwinistratione 

Mre Grieder holds degrees from 
the University of Dubuque, Columbia 
University and Harvarde He has 
contributed to a number of profcs- 
sional journalse The newcomer to 
our state has chosen an interesting 
topic for today, "Thought and Action 
in Library Service " 
ARISES SIRI AR CIA ACI IOI Rak a RR a a a aC ACS 
: Wanted ¢ 
Wetre donating this space 
x to a librarian from Delae 
* ware who wants to know how 
< to bridge the jump from 
* Grace Livingstone Hill to 
*  Platoe Ideas arc invited. 
Hee of eo ae oe ee fe ae a ae ee ok a ee ae a ae aga ae ae oe ae ae ae ae 
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LETTER 
Dear Friends of Libraries; 


By the time you have perused 
this, the first postewar meeting 
of the Better Libfary Movoment 
of West Virginia will probably 
have been openede It is being 
held in the Kanawha Public Library, 
concurrently with the sessions of 
the West Virginia Library Associa- 
tione 

Its officors are Mrse Je Ransol 
Romine of Clarksburg, President; 
Mrse Re Ie Roudebush of Huntington, 
Vice-President: Mrse Oc Le Stewrt 
of Clarksburg, Secretary: and Mrse 
Earl Rabel of Ste Mcry's, Treasur- 
Cle 

The last mecting was held in 
1943 Since then the library 
program of ‘Jost Virginia has 
increased groatly. The budget for 
the Library Commission's program 
has been increased twice, The 
staff has becn enlarged. Plans 
have been laid for starting demon- 
stration bookmobile services The 
woments clubs are planning for 
funds for a,sccond onee Thirty- 
six boards of library trustecs are 
in existence in twenty-cight coun- 
ticse Voluntcer groups have arison 
in & number of counticse Librari- 
ans have caught the enthusiasm and 
excccded twice ovor their membore 
ship quota in tho American Library 
Associatione Still, we are a long 
way from the top among the states 
in library scrvicce 

The mecting is to open with an 
old fashioned tostimonial meoting 
at which laymen from all over the 
state will toll what they are doing 
in their communitics to promote 
library sorvicose At our lunchoon 
we shall hear from Mrse Bradford 
and Miss Parks what more can be 
done, and in the afternoon we 
shall clinch mattcrs by bringing 
our by-laws upetoedate, clocting 
some new officers, and choosing an 
agenda for the coming yoare 


The laymen'ts library movement 
is a fascinating development of 
these post-war days, but we havo 
heard of no state where the inter- 
est excceds that in West Virginiae 
We do not intend to be exclusive 
in these moetingse Librarians 
are welcome to0e 

Sincerely, 


Helen Le Roudebush, 
(Mrs e Re Te) 

Chairman 

Planning Committee 


az ae he ahs oe ok aie afe ofe ai oc 2h he 


WEST VIRGIN: CAN BE PROUD 


Over 200 per cent in our quota 
for membership to the /merican 
Library Associatione Our atten- 
dance record at the meeting held 
in Baltimore, October 6, 1947 was 
exceptionally goode Out of 100 
members of the state association 
thirty attended the Baltimore 
Conference» 

Our quota for Amcrican Library 
Association membership was sect at 
scventcen for 1947, but on June 30th 
it had grown to thirty-cighte 
This entitles us to two American 
Library Association Councilors who 
will be elected at the annual 
mecting to be held on October 25th 
in Charlestone Their offices 
become effective July 1, 1948 and 
they will serve for four yoarse 
Miss Rosa Oliver, of the James 
Morrow Library, Marshall College, 
Huntington, We Vae, has becn our 
Councilor for four years as wll 
2S ViccePresident of the West 
Virginia Library Associations 


(Turn to WEST VIRGINIA 
CAN BE PROUD, page 5) 
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ADULT EDUCATION 


proaden their skills, attitudes 
and understanding in order to meet 
the needs of adult life is not 
new, but it was given some impetus 
by the emergency project in the 
thirties and more recently has 
been extended to more and more 
people by the enthusiasm shown in 
the Great Books discussion plan 
which is now established on a 
national basise 

Great Books discussion programs 
as a means of adult education 
originated at Columbia University 
in 1919, sponsored by John Erskine 
and Mark Van Dorene Eight years 

ter one of their students, 
Mortimer Adler, joined with others 
to start fifteen adult discussion 
seminars in New Yorke After going 
to the University of Chicago, in 
1930, a similar seminar was given 
to freshmen until 1945. Meantime 
groups were started in that city 


and gradually were inaugurated 
in other mid-western citiese 
The Great Books courses at 
Ste John's and other colleges 
were widely discussed during the 
last ten years, but it was only 
in October 1946 with the organizae 
tion of the Great Books Foundation 
that the plan has been set up on 
& national basis, and is tied in 
with the great books program of 
the Encyclopedia Britannica Presse 
The: Foundation’ at 19 §. LaSalle 
Street, Chicago 3, Illinois, a 
noneprofit, independent organiza 
- tion issues a brochure explaining 
the workings of the discussion 
plan and lists a four year program 
of readings for discussione The 
University of Chicago held traine 
ing courses for prospective 
leaders this past summere A 
leaflet, issued by the foundation, 
explains what it takes to be a 
Great Books leader and people from 
almost any walk of life have 
proved to be successful leaderse 


In order to supply copies of 
the Ancient and Modern Classics 
for discussion groups the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica Press will pub-" 
lish with Dre Hutchins as editor, 
a fifty-four volume set of books 
during 1948. A list of these will 
be found in the Publisherts Weekly 
for June 21, 1947. 

Can libraries afford to ignore 
this opportunity to enlist adults 
in this organized learning exper- 
ience? 
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SIDELIGHTS OF THE 
BALTIMORE CONFERENCE 


Baltimore has always been 

known for good food, but severe 

al West Virginians seem to have 
gotten a little more than they 
could takee Several librarians 
were heard complaining about have 
ing eaten too much, and we know of 
two who had to skip meakst 


2 38 He 2c 2 2he ae ae 2k ate ae 2 2 


The most talked of librarian 
at the Conference was & Miss a-~mnam 
from West Virginia. 

When she received confirmation 
of her hotel reservation from the 
Lord Baltimore Hotel it stated 
that her roommate was a Mr @ semen 
from Pennt 


oe oe ee A 3 ke he ek He 


Librarians are usually dowdy and 
unattractive femalese 

Scveral delegates from West 
Virginia can prove thet wasntt 
the opinion of several represen= 
tatives of book companies at the 
Conventione Wetre not telling 


any more, but if you want to 
play Di ck Tracy~ — 


LIBRARY 


WEST VIRGINIA UNIVERSITY 
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WEST VIRGINIA CAN BE PROUD 


West Virginia was one of the 
prominent maps in the window dise 
play of the Enoch Pratt Library 
which represented attendance at the 
Baltimore Regional Library Confere 
ence held on October 6, 1947¢ The 
states entored in this display wero 
Delaware, Maryland, Ponnsylvania, 
West Virginia, New Jersey and Washe 
ington, De Ce 

The following West Virginians 
were present at the meeting hold 
in Baltimore, October 9th, 10th, 
and llth of this year; 

Miss Rosa Oliver, Morrow Library, 
Huntington; Grace Elliott, Alderson- 
Broaddus College, Phillipi: Ethel 
Green, Clarksburg Public Library; © 
De Ee McKinlay, Baker Ve Ae Center, 
Martinsburg: Charles We Wolfe, 
Stover College, Harpers Ferry: 

Ee Hugh Behymer, Bethany College, 
Bethany: Vivian Re Boughter, West. 
Liberty State Collego: Charles - 
Penrose, Bothany College; Eleanor 
Hamilton, Ohio County Public Library, 
Wheeling: Ora Feters, Concord Collcego, 
Athons; Elizabeth Tarver, West Virgin- 
ia University; Katherine Dwyre, West 
Virginia University: Nancy Matthews, 
Ohio County Public Library: Fe Fe 
Carhart, Jre, West Virginia University 
Library; Dora Ruth Parks, West Vire 
ginia Library Commission; Me Jcan 
Moore, West Virginia Geological 

Survey, Morgantown: Wary Ee Wattlos, 
West Virginia University: Carric 
Brittain, Davis and Elkins College, 
Elkins: Almelyne Flint, West Vire 
ginia University: Blair Lyle, West 
Virginia University: Lenore Lederer, 
West Virginia University: Gwen Ee 
Morris, William Pe. Bancroft School 
Library, Wilmington, Delowaro, (A 
former Wost Virginian, just visiting): 
Helen Robinson, West Virginia Univer- 
sity Demonstration High Schools 
Florence Ke Reese, West Virginia 


\ 


University: Mpadalyn Me Bradford, 
Huntington Public Library; Elizabeth 
Kennedy, Kanawha County Public Lib- 
rary, Charleston: Virginia Ebcrling, 
Ohio County Public Libraryg Ee Me 
Grieder, West Virginia University 
Librarye 
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SALARIES OF LIBRARIANS 


One of the important issues 
in librarics today is the ques- 
tion of personnel. Basic to this 
is the recognition that if we are 
to secure good people in our libs 
rarics and schools we must be will- 
ing to pay for theme 

At the AeLeAe conference in 
San Francisco certain recommenda-e 
tions were made by the Board of 
Personnel Administratione While 
many libraries in West Virginia 
arc too small to follow these 
recommendations entirely, there 
isntt one with a staff of two or 
more that cantt benefit from some 
of thome 

The recommendations as they 
appeared in School Life for October 
follow: 


"Salaries came in for due 
considoration at the mcetings of 
the Board of Forsonnel Adminis- 
tratione At an open mecting 
ropresentatives of trustces, staff 
organizations, administrators, 
library extension agencies and 
city governments presented their 
viows on what should be done in 
the matter of library salariese 
The following points were consid 
ered as of primary importance in 
the offort to improve the compcene 
sation to librarians; 


(Turn to SALARIES OF LIBRARIAIS,pago 6) 
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SALARIES OF LIBRARIAIS 


(a) Sharp distinction between 
professional and clerical dutics 
and between tho various levels 
of professional work must be made 


(bo) Librarians must study 
their salarics in relation to 
other comparable professional 
groupse 


(c) Efforts should be made to 
increase salarics at all levols, 
not merely to raise minimum sale 
aricsSe 


(d) Librarians must domon- 
strate the valuc of their services 
to their users by convincing their 
governing bodics and the taxepaying 
pub lic 


of oe fe oe ak oe a ok 2 fea eC 


CHARLES E. BUTLER RETURNS 


Citizens of Charleston, and 
members of the West Virginia 
Library Association wolcome the 
return of Mre Charles Ee Butler, 
as librarian at Kanewha County 
Pablic Librarye 

Mre Butler left Kanawha in May 
for a position as assistant librare 
ian in Buffalo. Latest reports 
state that he will be back to his 
old position soone-Vost Virginia's 
gain and New York's loss, as Mre 
Butlor has beon a great assot to 
our stato, @nd cspecially to our 
associations 

There's an old story current 
in some of the mountain soctions 
of the state that aftor one Ms 
had a drink of watcr from onc of 
the local streams he is forever 
bound to that regione Maybe the 
waters of the Kanawha have magic 
properties tode 


HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
BALTIMORE CONFERENCE 


Thirty librarians from West 
Virginia attended the Regional 
Library Conference held in Balti= 
more on October 9th, 10th and llthe 

The general theme of the entire 
conforcnce was: 

THE EDUCATION OF THIS GENERATION 

"In this place we seck to cducde 
te not the next generation but this 
gonoration, the peoplo who here 
and now have to function in the 
worlds In this place wo have and 
will continue to mve books and 
readers not alone from the American 
scene but from the far places of tho 
earth so that we my develop and 
prosper in harmony in our own land, 
and so that all nations may learn 
to live in peace, ono with anothor 
through mutual rospect and under- 
stendinge In this place we proach 
tolcranceeeeee that positive tolere 
ance which finds in the sommingling 
Of unlike minds and cultures the 
richest and most fertile ficld for 
learning and for teaching and for 
livinge And finally, in this place 
the mind is free to roam, free to 
search, free to assert; the spiri- 
tuol artorios that flow through 
this body have not been hardened 
by the conventional and standardized 
approaches which are all too prevae 
lont in the cducational institutions 
of our timc," 

Adaptod with permission of 

Louis Se Weiss, Chairman, 

Board of Trustecs, The Now 

Schoole 

At the first general session on 
Thursday afternoon, Dre Helen 
Dwight Roid, Associate in Intecrna- 
tional Educations Amorican Associa= 
tion of University Womon; Vice- 
Chairman, National Committee on 


(Turn to BALTIMORE CONFERENCE, page 7) 
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BALTIMORE CONFERENCE 


Atomic Information spoke on the 
Atomic Enorgy Commission and its 
attempts to cducate the world toward 
peaceée Dre Reid stressed the fact 
that she didntt think the present 
world situation was hopeless at all 
put rather very hopeful, but tht 
we needed to spend every cnergy 
toward adult education for world 
peace and tmt our time wos limited. 

Dre Reid was followed by Mark 
Starr, Educational Director, Intcre 
national Iadics Garment Workerts 
Union who spoke on the importance 
of good labor relations and again 
stressed the necd for adult oducae 
tione 

Ralph Me Dunbar, Chicf, Library 
Service Division, Ue Se Office of 
Education, presided ag the dinnor 
mecting in the Ballroom of the Lord 
Baltimore Hotcle Grectings wore 
extended to those present by Paul 
Rice North, President of tho Amerie 
can Library Associatione 

Tho chicf speaker of the cvening 
was Loland Stowe, Journalist and 
author of "They Shall Not Sleep," 
and "While Timc Romainse” Mre 
Stowo spoke on "The United Nations 
as on Instrument for Peace," and 
stressed the urgency of tho present 
crisis, which if we ore not careful 
might cond in the deaths of thirty- 
five million Amcricanse "We have 
to grow up in a-hurry," he said, 
‘wo havontt time to waste." Lib- 
rarians can help to educate, to 
Qssume civic responsibility, and to 
help avort the imponding calamitye 
Mre Stowo, like Dre Roid ws hope 
fule He spoke of the critical 
situation in the United Notions 
Sccurity Councile Ho felt that tho 
United Nations was one of the groate 
ost achicvemonts of mankind, being 
the first practical instrumont for 
world peace cver dovelopcde Mre 
Stowe did not think thore ws any 


(Turn to BALTIMORE CONFERENCE, 
pago 8) 


NATIONAL LIBRARY PLAN 


(A condensation of two 
articles from the recent 
issue of tho AeLeAe Bulletin 
on the National Library Plan 
by Lowell Martin, and John 
Se Richards e) 


Have you been thinking about the 
Netional Library Plan for America? 
If you are a librarian with new 
ideas, you certainly havee Librare 
ians with now idcas know what it is 
to bo faced with the instinctive 
staff reaction, "Wo cantt do that on 
our budgct9" 

It would scom that our thinking 
runs in a circle like thise Tc 
cannot give better service withe 
out a larger budgete We are not 
likely to secure more adequate funds 
under our present conditionse Somoc-= 
how librarians must get away from 
this monotonous round and strive 
both to develop an adoquate program 
ond to secure a bottcr budgcte Ime 
proved standards of library sorvice 
would sccm to bo the surest road to 
this achicvemente 


Tho national plan points the 
way to improved standards for the 
individual librarye We, as lib- 
rarians should be thankful that our 
AeLele Post War Planning Committcco, 
invented this Notional Plan, laid a 
firm foundation of study, took the 
long view in the future: and now 
has provided a purpose and © program 
for these years of indocisiones 


Just what are tho provisions of 
the National Plan? Lowoell Martin, 
in discussing the plan compresscd 
the provisions into a single son» 
tconce when he said; “How is 
library service at this high level 
to be brought to the American 


peoplo?eee Such service will be 


(Turn to NATIONAL LIBRARY PLAN, 
page 8) 











BALTIMORE CONFERENCE 


dangor that Russia would withdraw 
from the Unitod Nationse Tho 
Russians cnjoy too much the 
privilege of world-wide publicity 
which is thoirs as a mombor and 
which they could not have if thoy 
left its momborshipe 

One of the most intcresting and 
inspiring specches of the whole 
convention was that of David He 
Ticc, Rabbi, Rodeph Shalom, Cone 
gregation, Philadelphia, 

The question of tolerance and 
understanding is the vital one of 
the daye Our tolerance, however, 
must be positive tolcrancoe We 
cannot practice tolerance simply 
by looking in tho other direction, 
said Rabbi Wicce 

The fourth Gencral Scssion on 
Friday night was presided over by 
Luthor He Evans, Librarian of 
Congress who turned out to be quito 
witty and soon had a battle of wits 
startod which might have turned 
into a "battle royal" had the two 
speakors not prepared talks on 
definite subjcctse 

"Tibrarians should be cducators 
rathcr than more dispensers or 
custodians of books," was the 
thome of an addross by Dre Cyril 
Houlc, of tho University of Chiccgoe 

He quoted Oscar jVilde to the 
effcoot that, “Nothing thet is worth 
knowing can be taughte" Oscar 
Wilde did not mean that nothing 
can be learnede Education requires 
a certain willingness on tho part 
of the loarncre "There is in the 
last analysis, no cducation but 
sclfecducation." For that roason, 
most toachers find that their work 
rosolves itsclf into three kinds 
of cndeavor;: drill, inspiration 
and guidancee It is in tho dopart- 
ment of guidance that tho librarian 
contributes mosteee the differcnce 
between a good librarian and a poor 
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one is essentially the diffcronco 
between an alert, informed and Co-= 
operative man or woman and one who 
is simply a drudge dispensing bookse 

"Tibrarians must be positive," 
said Aloxandor Crosby of the Nowark 
Public Library, “in stating thoir 
probloms to the publice 

Reports, ho continued, must be 
made intercstinge Facts must bo 
stated to the public in a readable 
and interesting woye He citod as an 
cxamplo of what can be done if tho 
public knows the facts, the recent 
vote in Newrk of $1490 per capita 
for libraricsse 


Fa IO IRE 
NATIONAL LIBRARY PLAN 


provided by 1200 largor unit librae 
rics in the United States (in place 
of the present 7,500 agencics), by 
twenty second-linoe multi-state 
reference centers serving tho 
nation, by fortyecight functioning 
and effective state library agon- 
cics, and by a national bibliograph» 
ic and library contcre" 

In tho four types of library 
service; local, state, rogional, 
and national, we find that tho nate 
ional plan docs not sec these as 
independent layors or strata but 
rather interdependent and intcre 
locking to form a foderatcd systom 
of library agencicse 

Each citizen would have access 
to one of the 1,200 largor unit 
libraricse This might be a city 
library sorving 4 population of at 
least 25,000, a county library scre 
ving all or part of a county, a 
regional library made up of two or 
more countics, or porhips one of a 
fedorated group of librarics in the 
region such as New England where 
sma.ll libraries are alroady woll 
established. 


(Turn to NATIONAL LIBRARY PLAN, page 9) 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY PLAN 


Whatevor the type, the local 
library will roprescnt an cffective 
administrative unit with an ade. 
quate income of not less than 
$37,500 yoarlye This local library 
will be able to look to one of the 
metropolitan sccond-line reforence 
. genters for specialized sorvice, and 
it will be a part of a state system 
which provides the legal foundation 
for public librarics, certification 
of librarians, 2 strong state 
library advisory agency, and grantse 
jneaoid to insure cqualization of 
service throughout the statcee Over 
a11 will be national support in the 
form of & strengthenod Library 
Service Division, bibliographic 
sorviccs, cand fodoral aid including 
grants to the twenty metropolitan 
libraries giving rogional scrviccos 

This larger pattern which will 
reduce 7,500 soparate public 
librarics to 1,200 larger, moro 
effective units, is justificd by the 
appraisal of “seven plain and 
simple facts about the American 
public library systcm as a whole." 
Theso arose 


(1) 35,000,000 people have no 
public librarics; 

(2) Most library units are too 
smalls 

(3) Many state library agencics 
are inadequate; 

(4) Library service in general is 
mediocre ; 

(5) Personnel deficiencies arc 
serious; 

(6) Many library buildings are 
outmoded and outgrown; 

(7) Library income is insufficicnt 
and unequally distributed. 


The network of larger unit libd- 
rarics blankcting the country, cach 
with aid from state, regional, and 
notional auxiliaries, is intended 
to bring service to the unscrvod, 
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increase and cqualize library incomo 
and assist many substandard lib- 
rarios to become moro effectivo 
institutions in the communitics 
thoy scervee 

The success of tho national 
plan depends on the adequacy of 
its financinge Only a combined 
program of federal, state, and local 
support will raise the amounts need- 
ede The local unit and the state 
together are to provide approxima~ 
tely eighty-five per cent; the 
federal the remaining fifteen per 
cente 

The state organization emerges 
as the key to the natkonal plane It 
is within this state framework that 
new efforts must be made to improve 
standards and increase coveragee 
While the large unit system will 
greatly reduce the number of library 
authorities, it will increase the 
number of places in which library 
service is now provided. The state 
library association and the state 
library agency will be needed to 
perfect a plan suited to the needs 
of the individual state and to 
assist in its realizatione 

In any state plan each individual 
library must adjust itself to local 
conditions which will further larger 
area service. The small library 
must be made to understand that 
instead of losing its identity, 
being “swallowed up," it is enter- 
ing into a partnership which will 
pay greatly increased dividends in 
service and satisfactione 

The National Plan comes from 
within the profession and projects 
& blueprint which librarians can 
follow to improve and complete 
public library service to all the 
people of this countrye 

"A National Plan for Public 
Library Service" is visionary, and 
that is precisely why it merits our 
supporte Librarians, let's support 
an American library systemt 
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West Virginians at the Baltimore 
conference were privileged to visit 
the library of Mrse John We Garrett 
at Garrett Park just outside the city 
of Baltimore on Friday afternoon during 
the Regional Library Conference. 

Mrse Garrett and her late husband, 
who was Ambassador to Italy from 1929 
until 1942, have built up one of the 
finest private libraries in the countrye 
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Programs and tickets for the 
annual meeting were printed at the 
Huntington East Trades School under 
the direction of Ge Je Moran, Print- 
ing Instructore 

The only charge to the Associae 
tion for this service was the cost 
of the paper usede [labor was cone 
tributed by boys in Mre Moran's 
printing classese 
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100 per centtth Alabama, Colorado, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Montana, North 
Dakota, and West Virginia have 
approached all of their congress- 
men about the Library Demonstration 
Bille All have agreed to support 
or consider the Bille A number of 
other states need only one or two 
to join this select companye 

In West Virginia, members of 
the Senate and House of Represen= 
tatives, have shown great interest 
and promise their support in pase 
sage of this bille All members of 
Congress have pledged their support 
with the exception of United States 
Senator Chapman Revercomb, and 
Representative Francis Je Love, 
both of whom have reserved their 
opinionse We trust that they too, 
will lend their supporte 
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It is with much regret that we 
learn that Mr. Robert He Simonds, 
Librarian at the Kanawha County 
Public Library is leaving use The 
Association is indebted to Mre 
Simonds for much of the success it 
has had during the past yeare 

He was program chairman and as 
such was responsible for the program, 

he speakers and all local arrange- 
ments for the annual meetinge In 
addition to this when Mre Charles 
Ee Butler left last spring, Mre 
Simonds took over his duties as 
Secretary of the Associatione 

Mre Simonds is returning to the 
Minneapolis Public Library where 
he worked before entering the services 
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College librarians in the state 
will be interested to know that 
the "Farmington Plan" is now in 
operation for publications from 
Sweden, Switzerland, and Francée 
Under this arrangement each of the 
45 great libraries belonging to 
the Association of Research Lib- 
raries has volunteered to accept 
responsibility for exhaustive 
coverage of various subject fields 
determined by a schedule drawn up 
after long studye Other libraries 
may use their judgment in acquir- 
ing material, with the assurance 
that their own minor interests 
will be adequately covered in 
other collectionse If the plan 
is a success for the three coun- 
tries mentioned, it will be ex- 
tended to others using the Latin 
alphabete 





